Endoscopic ultrasonography: an effective new tool for diagnosing gastrointestinal tumors.
Endoscopic ultrasonography is a new technique used to evaluate the gastrointestinal tract and contiguous organs. High resolution endoscopic ultrasound dramatically improves tumor characterization, and enables more precise TNM staging. The earlier diagnosis achieved with this technique combined with more precise staging, permits the most effective timing and selection of chemotherapy, radiation therapy, and surgery. This new technology will almost certainly have great impact on the clinical outcome of patients with gastrointestinal tumors.